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. ■ (i) m. immrnm 

At the opening of the hunting season the northern Tellow- 
stone elk herd his estimated to number appredLnately 10,660 elk* 
The 1953-54 reduction plan called for & reduction of 5,600 aalia^Le 
ia order to achieve the dlsired population level of 5*000 head. 

The reduction was to be effected by hunting in Park County, 
the elk lift, by live shipments and by slaughter if the desired re- 
duction could not be effected by the first three means, - 

fiie drift of elk out of the park was to be encouraged by a 
split hunting season, h- • the use of an airplane or helicopter to drive 
elk oat of the park into hunting territory and by driving elk down or 
out of the park bf utilising horsemen, mn on foot or any other pos- 
sible swans, 

fhe hooting season ia Park County from October 15 to Kovsnber 
15 rawltei in a take of ©0 and the season frea January 30 to February 
1 resulted in a take of 302, SUt not checked out through the- checking 
stations was estiwsted at 60, making & total reduction by hunters of 
422, 

Aiteaqpi* to drive elk out of the park in the Stevens Oreek 
area to outside hunting; territory by using saddle horses was made on 
two different occasions in December but vas not successful as the 

elk mm determined to reach the safety of the hills above. Several 



other attests were made by the Montana Fish and Game Department 
and the ?<atlonal Park Sendee to haae elk out of the park into the 
hunting territory in Montana by means of plane, horsebaek, heUoopter 
and pymeehales with very little success. 

Two hundred and ninety elk were trapped from the latter part 
of Oeeessiber until March 17 at the five park traps, Of the 290 trapped 
207 ware live shipped for restocking, 74 were transported outside the 
parte in «fcme«tlon with the elk lift and 9 died of injuries re- 
ceived in trapping* 

All valid requests fro® Indian agencies for elk carcasses 
were filled by ©hooting on the open range. Qm hundred and seventy 
one elk mm shot, 117 of which were killed above Tower Junction and 
54 between Qxbow Creek and tower Junction. 

fetal reduction treat the herd during the winter totaled 

1,050, 

ffee Gallatin elk hunting season which closed Hovesber 15 
was re-opened ieveaber 29 to s ©aglets a harvest of 400. The season 
was closed Oecomber U, 1953, «ft«r a two days notice, with 484 taken. 
A third elk hunting season was held between" January 9 and 17, 1954, 
the desired harvest being' 500 '«niaal»« the season was closed by the 
State ©f Mtattana when between 250 and 300 ©Us .had been taken because 
the area had been virtually cleared of oik and considerable public ■ 
opposition developed. 
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(a) BUFFALO HIMJCTION 

Work stated on ievsifcer 30, 1913 on the induction of the 
buffalo heard in the Fountain Hat area union hem was established 
through the plantin of seas© 3© animals in 1936- Twelve anlaala 
were taken the first day, A em of six rangers was organised to 
do the work vhieh oomistod of shooting the animals and skidding 
them to the roadside where they %*are butchered by Indians fre» 
various tribes, fh® first tribe to send a erew to the park to 
get animals from this herd ms the Standing 3epk Sioux Tribe from 
Fort 'fates, North Bakota, The reduction was eoBpleted en Deeeabsr 
% 1953 with 62 animls having taken froa the herd. •Weasels* 
obtained at loan fro® the Mar Department were used in connection 
with the reduetlest prograa and worked -my satisfactorily. Indians 
from the Standing ftook Agency and from Ogall&la Agency, Pine Ridge, 
South Batota butchered the animals, hsuadled the carcasses and trans- 
ported thsa to their respeetiire agencies. 

In January 22 buf £el» were trapped *t Crystal Creek elk 
trap, killed and turned over t© the Bl&ekf eet Indians from Browning, 
Montana, the neat being used for Indian sefeool® and hospitals* fhree 
battel* which were Interf ertng with elk trapping operations were 
killed at Lamr and butchered, In Fiibrtiary 52 were shot at the 
Crystal Creek trap and turned over to Indian butchers from th© iortherri 
Cheyenne Agency, Urn® Deer, Kbntaaa* 
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<3) buffalo cmms 

An a«s*ial e«nsu* of buffalo %s conducted on Jamax? 25, 
1954, with Biologist KlitwHi aakiwg the eeunfc, and wssulUd in & 
teial of 1,477 ff ***** 663 iR Hagrdwt Valley, 461 to Feli®ia t 195 
in thm Firatel® area and 158 in th® Xmr am. 
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(4) AMfELOKE RSSDCXXGK 

A co«nt of 4B4 antelope **» mdm m B©e«toor 15* I953*ii«t&- 
siting an inartw* of 27 per em* ©w tli® bord of tfi« pcwviMM 
Potomac. GeaMiloFatole offorfc was in Jaiwaiy *T tho Msufcaaa 
Fish and &wm DtpwlMnt and th© fictional Pa* Sorrlco to tmp nasi 
romfe 370 aniMls £«*» tb» lower X«U»mfeaM in Hat with tho 
reduction plan. Trapping was done by both aortal and groans hasing # 
tooth Mlltoptars and pianos boing a*ed* fSto animLs may of 

th« tamp aM ttw oration ms finely twaduriMd whoa repo&tod at* 
tasspts to ©ateii mm animals fatl«*# It was po»sJM.e to trap 
207 aslaml% 131 of wt&eti ww« amt to tho State of Itatda, JK? to the 
Stat« of forth Bata*t& t 33 to tte August LaLtuttU NMb to XiniMi 
nd 5 «m kSH«d by i»4«ri®s. 
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(5) BEAR HeiBENTB 

A wwsaaiy of bear incidents for 1953 sh©*»d 43 i&$tx*m $ 
sH^iHy In excess of the 40 for 1952, all but one of i*iieh wae at- 
tributed to blaek bear*. Most were rather atliior and te«©lir«d park 
vislton, tto-meapfetai eeeiiwiitg ae&r Mawoth with speeiee of bear 
unidentified mod rtitlM ia teapittltMttUn of a park employee, 
fark m0m*t Qme&m OMatnge, traatea»t of mienxa laoeratioae 
and onii&QB after being bedlar muled when he encountered & bear in the 
4uk ?wfea»l»g from a ashing trip. A fetal df 66 boar damages were 
reported, »siay to visitors' property, food apsmrmtljr tempting bears 
in tvo-tiiinls of %hm incidents, and grisalies probably respon- 
sible for loos than 16 per eant of the dassag«s. fen MLaefc boars and 
one f-riaaly bear were sh»t and two young gfismlieo shipped to an 
Cteami go® for ©mttiol jatrjases. fwolire .other blaek bears and one 
grinOy are taom to have died due to otlier causes, nostly automobile 
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(6) sim^s mm 

Or August 23, 1953 the practice of writing miswhile 11©- 
wsbem <m nil mmmm pmdta «m started. Frier to thia tote 
sad sine® the lnaa*ivatliM e£ the mac license fees on S£ f 1953 
omy tta» season e»n**»d the lieenae miAere, «»leh ***** 

in a tr&ffie of 15 m P«nrt*» «H "w** 1 ^ i ^ on *- 

ifca,® a>r the lose of considerable revenue to the government. 

A f«i syst^ for imm^m and Grand Teton national 
Mm ma tat© effect June 16 aleag .with «f ©the* areas aAstelet- 
«wft *- tho Baton*! Park Service. .«w Xellewirtoa® «* ^rmA Tetea 
Joint p@rarf.tfi' a*® 4&mM&imm& and tho house trailer fee* at 
f^rtaae haw been tecreawd. the «•* * •*» *•* tW0 5®*** **® 
as fsU«Mt XHUjWSTONE - autoac-bilee, 15 days $3, mama! $6$ heuee 
toilers, 15 days 13, aai»l *•! «*©iwel«» 15 *V« $*# aBmai l2 » 
(SiAKD 7BX0R - «HMtt») 15 day* #1, annual $2, houae trellera, 
15 daya II* annual 12$ j»t®r*^l«St 15 <tay» fl» annual $2* 
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(7) qbasters mmf&L mmmm 



On <My 5 t 1953 the new <parter* rental schedule bmam ef- 
fective, «Mcti provided for * 25 per cant increase over the rates la 

* effective 
effect prior to that date, with an additional Increase mm&mkm 

October 11, 1953 vahich provided for a 50 per cent increase over rates 
which had hmm in effect prime to «fe2y 5» H«wif«d quarter* rental 



rates wero approved ia February l» aa roaaaaewded by the Y«Uaw» 
stone Park quarters A^sraisal Beard and the final rates, including 
these on whicn appeals w#re mdc and approved, beeane effective 
Fe¥r«55T 3J* If ffc. 
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(a) mmm,. m postage procedure 

Bfliwtim OeWtwr 1, If 53 iH pmtitRt wiX was r*julr*d 

t® cany po*fcag® la ae©arteie# with Pttt&ie La» 28& f apprwwi Capiat 
15, 1953, which mmaAM the Penalty Hail Act and r*wv«d the £**• 
fratidag privilege for ( <^ovemraant agencies. 
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(9) civil mmm changes 

Or July 1, lf53 the field system of the Civil Service Com- 
mission was reorganised, the 13th Civil Service {legion, in whieh 
Tellowstone is loe&ied, being changed t© aogtan 10 and t© iaefcid© 
Avtaxui in addition t© ^rooting, Colorado, Utah and Mew iteieo. 

m# Tenth Civil Service aegtai cm February IS designated the 
fenowfeg to serve on the Board of Qlyii Service Efeuttoftrv Established 
'for Yellowstone feUanal Parkt PaiUp H, ttoUterndt, Chair»ui» 
William G. Proper, SSxeoutlve 3eer*tery, Smott a. 1. Andersen, Roger 
H* miler and umJLm isfiggiji® Ccmtteuiag Masters* On Kay 3, 1954 
Robert a. aobtesen, Jr., Beat© f. White and Gmrm ftftdlla received 
•.ppolntaents as Panel Members of this board. 

For the first tine seasonal park wngers end m«ey .afttoooX* 
lets for T«U*w*fcsj» were placed under civil service for the 1954 
.mmmm* ®mmmm.«& e*wi»s.tl0n mmtmmmm& Mo. 39$ f®r seasonal 
park ranger, «at«rail#t, historto and weh&aologist, «g isa» 

^ * the am Service Cession on refers 16, If §4. H» registers 
tm this region are miatinsd by the Re^Um Tmo Board of Civil Service 
2»te«rs, Omaha, Nebraska. 

Peftaaneat and seasonal wage hmM positions in the park bo* 
gtodng with the 1954 season will be respired to b® filled fro® 
civil service registers, iif^leatiotui to be rated and registers es- 
tablished by the Yellowstone Park Local Board of Civil Service Ixaminerc. 



(w) tmmmm mmacsim contracts 

The Strong 3oapany» Sprlngfille, Utah, who wa® glirea.ap. 
psml August 20, 1952 for Mtasdnow* •urfaclng of rea4* and 
paildtag areas at Canyon, Route 1 ¥ 3, 04, had the job aboal ©on* 
plete by the of the fiscal year. 

The construction of the water and wmwe fasten at Canyon, 
whieli ttntatet was awarded Sop Oonetrttotlon Oespaay of Billings on 
Septeaber 23, 1952, waa eoapleted by the end of the 1953 working 

fh» eontraet of Stader Oonttraetion Cosspany, of Billing*, 
for oanstM«Uon of eajsppwitd roads at the crayon aim mm approwd 
«Jn2y 23, If 53 and work was afaowt 40 per eent eoapLete at the end ©f 
the lf53 working season* Bmmuw of the stor^r and wet weather in 
Hqt and Jmm little additional work wan aeooapliahed before the end 
of the fiMMl year. 

On the grading and eurfaeing of 4.Q75 sdles of the low*®* 
Sanyon road, Itmke 12, awarded to fleter Elewlt Sons Company of 
Sheridan, %»feg on Septejdwjr 25, 1953, oonsiderabl© clearing ms 
dose before the end of the 1953 wot&tag eeaeon and the ewifa^etor saved 
in the laet week of May to restate elearing operation® althoagi the 
terrain was fery wet and progress was alow. 



(11) QQlU.^&imUa IM, HvVii. JaiTS 

Additional cottages were oonetriicted by the Yellowstone Park 
Company in the reap of he take Hotel and whan the 1954 season was op- 
ened HI cottage rew wore available in this area, 

Fsislie oath and lawridry facilities were added at the Old 
faithful and Fishing aridg© tourist cabins and these wore in operation 
to June and 30 new eaMns with stesa heat, bath, lavatories and 
toilets were eoastvoeted during the fall and spring md were in op- 
eration in June. * 

T he aw derstliorj at Old faithful in th© rear of the eawp- 
ground store »i completed by Hamilton Stores, iae. and occupied during 
th® mmmr of 1953* An addition, to the ty«et ThwO& store and two new 
dowitaries were under eoa»trueti@ii during the sua»i®r of 1953 and 
spring of 1954 and. were in operation in June. The interior of the 
Coffee Shop at taanoth «us enlarged and painted* 

In April permission was granted Haoilton Stores, Inc. to 
dieeontime operation of its general store and eafeteria in the, Kawsoti* 
caapground the building to be «@ed m a .general storehouse, the int- 
erior of the general »t®r© in the campground was reoodeled and oute 
into living <parters« 
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(12) XEDXCAL SERVICE PERMIT EXTStDED 

Qb May 2§ t 1954 the Region ft» Office appiwed a one year 
extaieion ©f Bu»ia#8» Q«ift«ssl»i* Pewit So. oaflrwrisg 
Of«MtlMM of the hospital end f«mi#hijig of nodical end dental 
ear* in the perk for one year ttm Jamugr 1 # 1954 for AlfroA 
K# Xtteek and John 4» Peeveon* 



(13) nxon stores, inc. OQKta&cT TminNAfQ) 

Oil Amgmst 18, 1953 Acting Director lbls«t executed the «g.re©- 
ment terminating Concession Contract No, l-lp-fgf under which Fryer 
Stores, Inc. has provided concession •faculties to the park, Ihe 
agreement terminated the contract as of January 5, 1953, on which 
date amnion Storm, Inc, took over the operations conducted %y 
Pryor Stores, Ine, 

On January 29, 1954 the Bireetor approved a Joint Venture 
Agreement between Haisilton Stores, Sue, and tlae Yellowstone Parte Com- 
pany Qoveririg operation of gasoline service station* in the park under 
the Yellowstone Park Sea-flee Stations, 



tmjw&iom NATIONAL Phm 

(14) BAD FIRE SliASQB 

Nineteen hundred and fifty three was on® of the worst fire 
seasons reeorded in tite park's history* % the end of August the 
nwrsber of lightning fires experienced up to that titas, 56 report- 
able fires, au&ouariMwed any other year for Whieh Atlas records have 
been kept. % %tm end of ths fire season there had bean 81 report* 
aol© fires, 59 of which were attributed to lightning and 32 were 
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(15) ilujo . -m~. lbhtmk mti vmmt mx>amm 

The annual asstlng of the Yellowstone Library and *Mn0eum 
Association ma h«ld lit the Chief Park Naturalist's Office on 
October % 199% Mr, Jack S. Hajnee resigned as Treasurer of the 
association and Mrs. Alice Quist was elected to that position, the 
Beard of Birecters of the association for the ws&m will be 
composed of Edmund B. itogers, Warren F. Hamilton, Otto M* Brown, 
Jams w, Brown, W. ferde feteon, Alice naist, WiUiaa-Q. Proper, 
Jack £• 8ejm*Sf Joseph Jeff®, Francis ia»©r% and David de L. Cotton, 
Mr* James 1m was elected chairfflan of the beard for the 1954 year* 
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(16) miaas'mws^mws association 

On August 18, 1953 the Bo2eraan Chamber of Coaiaerce sponsored 
a meeting ©f Chaisber of Cowers® officials from neighboring states 
and other interested persons in the Mammoth Hotel Recreation Hall and 
discussed road iiapaweawit© in the park. Director Wirth, Congress- 
mm 5«l*ar% ©f ifantana, Congressman Sadler of Pennsylvania and 
OBRgrwMBMB Wler of ia«neeota nere among those participating in the 
meeting, which was attended by a martser ©f Yellowstone officials. 
As a result of the steetlag an organisation known as the rellowstone 
Teton Jtevelopamt Association was foisted with iter. Paul 8. iteGLsm 
of Bosentn -as amirsaa mA William MaeJtay of led Lodge, Ted Amschel 
©f Jackson Hole, Roy Wilson of Gardiner, H. F. Qalstenseii of 
th®r»polis t Dean Ohaffin of Boseraan and Charles Stark of Idaho 
Falls as iae®bers. 

The .org©tti«ti@B held another meeting at the towoth Hotel 
Recreation Hall on September 14 to approved its purpose and by-law 
md elect officers and directors. Dr. IcCleaw tos elected President. 

The organization, which later adopted the naas of the lello*. 
stone-Tetoa Association, met at Old Faithful Lodge on June ?, 1954 
and reeleeted 0r,< MeCleaw as President, H. P. Ohristensen of 
Th®r»p©lis as flee President, Charles Stark of Idaho Falls as 
Secretary and Irving h©odraansee of Roxbux-g, Idaho as Treasurer. 



(X7) fosms insect sesmoj* 

Two thousand acres of sprue© budtnra infestation to the lam 

Creek area were sprar«d on the .asorniJig of July 12 and 13, 1953 by 
an entoaologist from the Bureau of i ? «toa»logy 4 Plant uarantine. 
k eofflplete kill of tadtaVM in the sprayed im was reported. 
During August no sprue* budworas were found within the ana. 
sprayed la the vicinity of Undine Palls while they were <H*iie 
abundant in Douglass fir stands elsewhere threw#i©ut the park. 
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(18) WAYSIDE EXHIBIT ROBBED 

The Obsidian Cliff Wayside Exhibit was broken into on 
September 1, 1953 by vandals, The person or persons shattered the 
plate glass and stole 16 specimens which were used for display- 
purposes. These consisted of arrow-heads, stone banners, spear 
points, knives and other Indian tools. There was no evidence to 
help Identify who rad#it have been responsible for this vandalistic 
act and the exhibit was closed and shuttered on September 2, The 
exhibit has been repaired and will be reopened for the 1954 season. 
All artifacts are being replaced but plaster casts of the various 
artifacts are being used instead of valuable pieces such as were 
used in the exhibit before. 
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(19) mEVISXCH 

the first television reception reported in the park was re- 
ceived at the ^^jnilton Upper Store at OH Falthftil on Kay 13, 1954. 
The progrea was received frost Idaho Falls and the reception mm 
reported to be very good. 
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(23) KB-1ZMIM TEHHSRAtOSE fl£CORD BBOKEK 

1&# long standing reeotfi for the ®4iiia» tesapemture In the 
continental United States, -6©° reeorded at ^iwside Station near 
Hut T«ll©*i»t0!*§ la Yellowstone tfeUftmL Parte ©n Febnuuy % 1933, 
us reported broken on Jawtasy 20# 1954 with -7^° *t toe U. S. 
Wmmwe Barsstt*s Sogers Pass auilai about 40 afcAlat awtfc- 
west #f '.elena, Montana. 
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(aa.) SBosaoHE cmm mnmta* mmmm mxmmmm 

Or m& 17, 19 54 a bill transferring Shoshone Cavern National 
MonuMti {Ffoat CM) near Oo^r, tyontag to th© City of Qody «a» 
»4pi®d President Etssnhowsr, This cavern has not bo*i opewtd to 
the pttMie but lias bom under the coordination of YeOlowBtone. Ths 
City of Cody «xr»cts to rmke extensive developswmts inside and out* 
Bide the carem to make It available to the public. 
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Yellw »tone Rational Parte 
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rmi aoporlHtoitf onfc, Toll«*ttoM National Paik 

ubjoct: Anntttl Hqprt of 3u!«rititeod«nt, Ye a^-Btone national fatte 

Smi^L««Bt4ag «vr atasraodan to yoa of June 21 on abort 
•object* tte imm&m aMltlflMO. S8bj««*® to thooo protiowoly ft«fc- 
mittod •» rttaoMI for sw**l»« inelttoion i» tho Annual Report of 
the MJnflttor to tht Stotfatafyt 

1. m«M«rl f§a*i» IntoiMkgottoy C«waifct«« Noting 

2. Park laagers Smnw Blind f&rttinl Party 

3. frrtth of mafias X* Thompson 

lion 7, QBAffffflS aWTAt XNBRKMMa, h*» boon ro-mritto» $m 

to am orror in copying ant ia attaoaod, in duplicate, to too oaoaiitatotf 
for Urn 7 transmitt**: «ith w «e»ri*i«!u» of 4uao 21. 

Thoro are no sddition&l ltosao of spoeial eignif ic«nc« to 

ropwft far Big nolo BataofioMI t&tioaai loffcwoat. 
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the awenfcj^fourth oeeting of the Missouri Basin Inter-Agency 
Coasdttee waa hold At the Inks Hotol June 24 and 25. Assistant Secretary 
dine Lewis, Director WLrth, Regional Director Baker, Brigadier General 
ff« E. Potter, Division Ingiaeer of the Corps of F^gineera, Omaha, Nebraska, 
Governors Sigurd Anderson of South Dakota, Norman Brunsdale of Berth Dakota 

state officials were in attendance. The group was entertained with a showing 
of a park movie and talk ny Park naturalist Condon on the evening of the 24th 
and mm jsa&bers were conducted on a tour of the Lower Loop of the park on 
the Kerning of the 25th. 
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(2) PARK RANGERS RESC«S BLIND PISHDiQ PAHTT 

Parte Rangers Robert Murphy and Claude IfeClain and Seasonal Park 
Hangars Joe Rapp ami Ike Killingsworth were responolble for the rescue on 
June 28 of & party consisting of the Superintendent of the Blind Associa~ 
Uon of Utah, Salt lake City, Utah and three blind atudbtam of the asee- 
elation who were narooned at flat Mountain Am of Yellowstone Lake for 
mxm 25 houre after the motor on their 16 foot boat failed than while 
they were fishing in Yellowstone Lake. Murphy ant Killingsworth searched 
all night June 27 for the ads sing men and WcClain and Rapp continued the 
search the following day* the men were lost during the worst storm of 
the sower facing rain aa§ enow most of the time. Visibility waa less 
than 100 feet when the party waa sighted and rescued, they had built a 
fire to keep warm and subsisted on fish they had caught in the lake. 
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(3) DEATH OP tmm M. fHOMPSOti 

Thoraas M. »f»t» fhoapeoa, Painter Foresan with the National Park 
Service, died of a heart attack on January 25, 1954 shortly after reaching 
hens from work. Mr. Thcapeon, born at Laredo, Missouri ©n January 21, 
l«9o, came t© the park in 1923 aM worked as painter for the Ittlmtov* Park 
Company until 1929. lie was employed that year with the Rational Park Service 
as a painter and had served continuously with the Service here as a painter, 
master painter and painter foreman. He served in the United States Marine 
Corps daring World War I. funeral services were conducted at the Franssen 
Mortuary in Ilvingpton on January 29 and burial was in the Mountain View 
6ea»tary in Livingston. 

A Citation for Gtwadahls Service, a Certificate of CoBmendable 
Service* a *sdal and lapel button were awarded Mr. Thoi^psoji posthumously 
and sent lay 21 to bis widow residing In Billings, Montana. Mrs. fhoapeen 
was also sent a lit ***** pass to the areas administered by the National Park 
Service. 

Painter William Olson succeeded Mr. Thompson as Painter Foreman. 



mmiBwm hahonal mm 



(7) w mmm* mm^sm 

On JWy 5 * 1953 tfe» aw* ip&rtere vote! schedule became ef« 
f eetlw* vhUb ftr * 35 per cent i&mmm ww the **tes in 

effect pte tc ttet date, lAth as «Mlti*«ial increase effective 
October 11, 1953 which pwlifed to* & m per eent i»*rea«# «wr rate* 
which had fee** ia effect prte* t# «60r 5* lesleed «parters rental 
rates we- a^wei Sa mnuur 1954 as M«MMad*4 by the Tmm~ 
ston* P*rk triers AppraisaO. Board mi tfae/iial rates, including 
these en uhlan appeals were aade and spprewl, beeaas effective 
February 34* 1954* 



